Workforce & Talent
As human capital is increasingly recognized as a key
determinant in community and economic development
success, we continue to see more strategic plans (and
fundraising campaigns) focused on education initiatives
and talent attraction. While there is no shortage of
research, advice, and best practice examples available, many communities and organizations
still struggle with how to approach the issue. We hope the following links will provide some food
for thought, some practical examples of what communities are doing, and maybe even some
encouragement to pursue a more aggressive strategy in your community. And when that
strategy requires more resources than current budgets can provide, we can help.
The DCI Blog - The Talent Shortage Debate
ACCE - Talent Attraction and Retention: Competing for Tomorrow's Workforce
The Great Promise Partnership - Promoting High School Graduation in GA
Yfactor Blog: Talent attraction - A Strategic Approach
Work in the Triangle
Houston Talent Attraction Initiative
Live and Work in South Dakota
NPR: Economists Say Millennials Should Consider Careers in Trades

Broadband: The Role of Libraries
This report by NCDS friend and partner Craig Settles details how
libraries can help plan, facilitate funding, and carry out marketing
for community broadband. Like workforce and education,
communications infrastructure is critical to economic
development, especially in small and rural communities.
Chamber and EDO leaders need not rely solely on municipal
governments or large telecom providers to deliver community
broadband networks. Contact Craig to learn more about what you can do to champion this
cause in your community. And let us know if you've got questions about funding.

Report - Libraries: Broadband Leaders of the 21st Century

Sustaining Your Funding Through
Multiple Campaigns
As more organizations adopt the multi-year campaign
approach to funding their strategic plans, they also face
the challenge of sustaining enthusiasm and support
through multiple campaign cycles. Our latest ProView
offers some tips to help you avoid becoming perceived
as permanent civic overhead.
Do these tips work? They did in Tacoma, WA where we recently completed a sixth campaign
for the Tacoma-Pierce County Economic Development Board, raising almost 30% more than the
previous campaign.
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